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JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 

HON. JOEL HEFLEY 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2001 

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak 
today about an organization, which is 
headquartered in my district and has had an 
immeasurable impact on America. The history 
of Junior Achievement is a true testament to 
the indelible human spirit and American inge-
nuity. Junior Achievement was founded in 
1919 as a collection of small, after-school 
business clubs for students in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

As the rural-to-city exodus of the populace 
accelerated in the early 1900s, so too did the 
demand for workforce preparation and entre-
preneurship. Junior Achievement students 
were taught how to think and plan for a busi-
ness, acquire supplies and talent, build their 
own products, advertise, and sell. With the fi-
nancial support of companies and individuals, 
Junior Achievement recruited numerous spon-
soring agencies such as the New England Ro-
tarians, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boys & Girls 
Clubs the YMCA, local churches, playground 
associations and schools to provide meeting 
places for its growing ranks of interested stu-
dents. 

In a few short years JA students were com-
peting in regional expositions and trade fairs 
and rubbing elbows with top business leaders. 
In 1925, President Calvin Coolidge hosted a 
reception on the White House lawn to kick off 
a national fundraising drive for Junior Achieve-
ment’s expansion. By the late 1920s, there 
were nearly 800 JA Clubs with some 9,000 
Achievers in 13 cities in Massachusetts, New 
York, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 

During World War II, enterprising students in 
JA business clubs used their ingenuity to find 
new and different products for the war effort. 
In Chicago, JA students won a contract to 
manufacture 10,000 pants hangers for the 
U.S. Army. In Pittsburgh, JA students devel-
oped made a specially lined box to carry off 
incendiary devices, which was approved by 
the Civil Defense and sold locally. Elsewhere, 
JA students made baby incubators and used 
acetylene torches in abandoned locomotive 
yards to obtain badly needed scrap iron. 

In the 1940s, leading executives of the day 
such as S. Bayard Colgate, James Cash 
Penney, Joseph Sprang of Gillette and others 
helped the organization grow rapidly. Stories 
of Junior Achievement’s accomplishments and 
of its students soon appeared in national mag-
azines of the day such as TIME, Young Amer-
ica, Colliers, LIFE, the Ladies Home Journal 
and Liberty. 

In the 1950s, Junior Achievement began 
working more closely with schools and saw its 
growth increase five-fold. In 1955, President 
Eisenhower declared the week of January 30 
to February 5 as ‘‘National Junior Achieve-
ment Week.’’ At this point, Junior Achievement 
was operating in 139 cities and in most of the 
50 states. During its first 45 years of exist-
ence, Junior Achievement enjoyed an average 
annual growth rate of 45 percent. 

To further connect students to influential fig-
ures in business, economics, and history, Jun-

ior Achievement started the Junior Achieve-
ment National Business Hall of Fame in 1975 
to recognize outstanding leaders. Each year, a 
number of business leaders are recognized for 
their contribution to the business industry and 
for their dedication to the Junior Achievement 
experience. Today, there are 200 laureates 
from a variety of businesses and industries 
that grace the Hall of Fame. 

By 1982, Junior Achievement’s formal cur-
ricula offering had expanded to Applied Eco-
nomics (now called JA Economics), Project 
Business, and Business Basics. In 1988, more 
than one million students per year were esti-
mated to take part in Junior Achievement pro-
grams. In the early 1990s, a sequential cur-
riculum for grades K–6 was launched, cata-
pulting the organization into the classrooms of 
another one million elementary school stu-
dents. 

Today, through the efforts of more than 
100,000 volunteers in the classrooms of Amer-
ica, Junior Achievement reaches more than 
four million students in grades K–12 per year. 
JA International takes the free enterprise mes-
sage of hope and opportunity even further 
. . . to more than 1.5 million students in 111 
countries. Junior Achievement has been an in-
fluential part of many of today’s successful en-
trepreneurs and business leaders. Junior 
Achievement’s success is truly the story of 
America—the fact that one idea can influence 
and benefit many lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have Junior 
Achievement in my district and proud of its 
many successes over the years. It is my hope 
this great organization continues to prosper 
and benefit many in the years to come. 
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FHA-INSURED HOSPITAL CONVER-
SION AND REINVESTMENT ACT 

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 28, 2001 

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing the ‘‘FHA-insured Hospital Conver-
sion and Reinvestment Act.’’ This legislation 
authorizes HUD to reinvest profits from FHA 
loan insurance programs, including those for 
health care, in FHA-insured hospitals. 

The Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) insures billions of dollars of 
loans for hospitals under the FHA Section 242 
hospital loan program. According to the Ad-
ministration’s fiscal year 2002 budget, FHA 
hospital and health care loan insurance pro-
grams are-projected to make a profit for fed-
eral taxpayers of some $32 million next year. 
In addition, all FHA loan programs combined 
will make a profit of over $2.7 billion next year 
for the federal taxpayer. 

Currently, all of these FHA profits are used 
to increase the federal budget surplus. The 
legislation I am introducing today would au-
thorize HUD to use some of these profits gen-
erated by FHA to pro-actively assist FRA-in-
sured hospitals, either for the purpose of con-
verting excess hospital capacity to related 
health care use or for the purpose of paying 
debt service for FHA-insured hospitals. 

Conversion of excess capacity helps the 
hospital which converts and the community it 

serves. It allows better use of hospital space 
in a way that is more responsive to the needs 
of the local community. Conversion also im-
proves the ability of all hospitals in the local 
area to meet community health needs by re-
ducing over-capacity and allowing some flexi-
bility in the use to which the existing infra-
structure can be put. Under my proposed leg-
islation, conversion of excess hospital capacity 
is authorized for a range of purposes, includ-
ing supportive housing for the elderly, assisted 
living, and nursing home beds—health care 
needs that may be more substantial for many 
communities than in-hospital care. 

The authority under by legislation to use 
FHA surplus to pay debt service for FHA-in-
sured hospitals is intended to safeguard FHA’s 
pre-existing investment. Such use is contin-
gent on a determination by HUD that such as-
sistance would reduce the risk of default and 
loss on the FHA-insured loan, and would im-
prove the financial soundness of the hospital 
assisted. This new authority has the effect of 
giving HUD similar loss mitigation tools to 
those it currently has with respect to single- 
family and multi-family FHA-insured loans. 

Congress has long recognized that pro-ac-
tive loss mitigation is of financial benefit to the 
FHA insurance fund. For example, HUD gives 
wide latitude to servicers of FHA-insured sin-
gle-family loans to restructure debt, including 
making partial claims, in order to forestall fore-
closures. This can be financially advantageous 
to the FHA fund, since foreclosures typically 
create a much larger loss to the fund. 

The ability to conduct loss mitigation with re-
spect to hospital loans is further complicated 
by the fact that many FHA-insured hospital 
loans are structured as public bond offerings. 
This makes it very difficult to restructure loans, 
without calling the bonds. Allowing HUD to ad-
vance funds to pay debt service obviates the 
need to call bonds, while allowing HUD to pro- 
actively address looming financial problems, 
and avert foreclosure. 

This legislation would help FHA-insured 
hospitals nationwide, but would be of par-
ticular benefit to hospitals within the state of 
New York, which has one of the highest per-
centages of FHA-insured hospitals nation- 
wide. 

Hospitals within our state have adapted to a 
wide range of challenges, including Medicare 
cuts, squeezed reimbursement rates from pri-
vate insurers, and the transition to a de-regu-
lated environment. Community hospitals, with 
their lack of access to capital, face particular 
challenges. The least we can do is reinvest 
profits from federal hospital loans in the hos-
pitals which have generated these profits. 

This legislation does precisely that. I urge 
Congress to adopt it and would welcome the 
support of my colleagues. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIMERICK TOWNSHIP 

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 28, 2001 

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Limerick Township in Mont-
gomery County, Pennsylvania on its 275th An-
niversary. Native Americans of the Delaware 
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